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DETAILED ACTION 

This application has been examined. 
Claims 1 , 3-9 are presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see page 7, filed 6/14/2005, with respect to claims 1-8 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of claim 1 has been 
withdrawn. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Joshua Dobrowitsky on August 5, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the claims: 

In claim 9, line 16, after "said moving body", insert -wherein a detection means 
detects flows corresponding to movement with time of an image in the imaging area of a 
first imaging means excluding a area, and detects movement of a object present in the 
rear of a moving body on the basis of a detected flows- 
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Claims 1, 3-9 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The closet prior art, Shimomura, discloses a system that uses stereo imaging by 
attaching two different cameras to the back of moving vehicle. The cameras take 
individual images, which are combined to create a single image that allows the system 
to determine change or if any objects are approaching the vehicle. The detection 
system operates by sensing the amount of variation in luminance of the combined 
images. If there is a sudden change the system recognized that an object is drawing 
near the moving body. 

The closest prior art, Shimomura, fails to discloses detecting movement in the 
non-overlapping images. The two images are combined to create a single image; the 
combination is done by taking the two overlap areas of two individual images and 
aligning the images to create a single one. The applicant states, the system is 
measuring movement in non-overlapping areas, which means detecting movement on 
the sides of the individual images, which is clearly not done by Shimomura. 

With respect to claims 1 & 9, the closest prior art, Shimomura, does not disclose 
"wherein a detection means detects flows corresponding to movement with time of an 
image in the imaging area of a first imaging means excluding a area, and detects 
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movement of a object present in the rear of a moving body on the basis of a detected 
flows." 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to O'Neal R. Mistry whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4675. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am - 6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh M. Mehta can be reached on (703) 308-5246. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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